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Asylum seeker says
being in university is
‘adream come true’

KATHRYNHAYES

An asylum seeker who was at
the centre of controversy sur-
rounding access to third-level
education has described how
being in university is a “dream
cometrue”.

Anna Kern (19), who is origi-
nally from the Ukraine, went to
school at Colaiste Nano Nagle
in Sexton Street, Limerick, and
received 575 pointsin her Leav-
ing Cert.

However, she could not af-
fordto accept her placein physi-
otherapy at the Royal College of
Surgeons in Dublin (RCSI) as
therules concerning college ad-
mission for asylum seekers
meant she faced the full
€17,000 ayear tuition fee.

After her case attracted con-
siderable media attention, the
RCSIdecided to make her an of-
fer outside of the CAO system
and to waive her tuition fees.

Ms Kern was one of 125 stu-
dentswho received 2015 All-Ire-
land Scholarships at a ceremo-
ny held at the University of Lim-
erickon Saturday.

Sponsored by JP McManus,
the scholarships are worth
€6,750 per year and continue

for the duration of the under-
graduate programmes chosen
by the scholarship winners.
Speaking at the awards cere-
mony, Ms Kern said: “I am very
gratefulto the Minister for Edu-
cation and to everyone who was
involved in my case.”
~ Ms Kern was living in direct
provision accommodation in
Knockalisheen, Limerick, with
her mother Lyudmyla, who is
not permitted to work and is
therefore unable to help her

_daughter with fees.

“I am really enjoying college
and studying physiotherapy
was a dream come true for me
and I hope to workin Ireland af-
ter I graduate,” she said.

She was accompanied to the
ceremony by her former school
principal Marion Cummins,
who was central to highlighting
her case.

Former champion jockey AP
McCoy was guest of honour at
the ceremony. He said the schol-
arships would give the recipi-
ents a great start in life. Mr Mc-
Coy, who left school at 16, said
he never stopped learning dur-
ing his career, but he would like
his children Eve (8) and Ar-
chie (2) toremain in education.
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= Anna Kern (18), one of 125 students to receive an All-Ireland Scholarship, with former champion jockey AP McCoy, who was
guest of honour at the awards ceremony at the University of Limerick. PHOTOGRAPH: ALAN PLACE/FUSIONSHOOTERS ‘



